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						Trade



						
										  International trade and trade policy have a significant impact on the way we live, from the costs of the goods and services we buy, to the performance of the various economic sectors that we either work in or rely on. While trade has the potential to advance sustainable, low-carbon development, it can also be a hindrance to that objective, depending on how trade policy is designed and implemented. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Paris Agreement climate commitments present fundamental challenges to trade policy; so too does the fraying of multilateralism. 




			
						
										


					


		
			

			




	
			
		              

	
		
						
				  IISD has been working on international trade for over two decades, analyzing the issue from multiple perspectives: scientific, economic, fiscal, legal, social, and environmental. 


At the intergovernmental level, IISD has a long history of working on reforms to the World Trade Organization’s rules and members’ ability to engage in those processes. IISD has also built an extensive body of work on regional and plurilateral trade agreements, as well as the interlinkages between multilateral environmental agreements and the trading system.


At the sectoral level, we have explored options for new industrial policies functioning within a rules-based system; innovative financing for sustainable infrastructure; border-carbon adjustment measures; and whether trade can accelerate the transition to renewable energy sources, improve food security, and eliminate harmful fisheries subsidies and fossil fuel subsidies. Our work also unpacks the relationship between voluntary sustainability standards and trade, as well as the role of trade in contributing to the circular economy.


IISD's work in this area is backed by robust research and policy analysis, along with regular engagement with the varied stakeholder communities involved in and affected by trade and trade policy. A core part of this engagement involves our work to promote transparency and support informed trade conversations.


We feature in-depth commentary and analysis in Investment Treaty News, the Global Subsidies Initiative, the SDG Knowledge Hub, and the Trade and Sustainability Review. We hold webinars on issues at the heart of the trade and sustainability nexus, as part of our partnership with the University of Geneva's Faculty of Law. 


Our work on trade issues is made possible through the generous support of our funders. These include:


	UK aid from the UK government, including its Trade and Investment Advocacy Fund (TAF2+)
	Pew Charitable Trusts
	German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ)
	Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
	Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Swedish MFA)
	International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (NZ MFAT)
	Government of Finland
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        Agricultural Trade Policy

          


    
          
                  IISD’s work on trade in food and farm goods seeks to improve the extent to which trade policy supports sustainable development outcomes and expand the space for informed discussion among a wider set of policy actors.
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        Fisheries Subsidies

          


    
          
                  IISD is focused on supporting the World Trade Organization negotiations to end harmful fisheries subsidies.
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        Trade, Environment and Climate

          


    
          
                  The trade and environment nexus is a dynamic intersection for IISD where trade policy solutions are explored as a way to help tackle environmental challenges, including climate change, deforestation, marine plastic waste, biodiversity loss, and overexploitation of marine resources.
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                  The WTO Joint Statement Initiatives (JSI) involve the subjects of investment facilitation, electronic commerce, and micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, which are being developed by groups of WTO Members.
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        Trade and Sustainability Hub

          


    
          
                  Bringing together communities and stakeholders from around the world to discuss how trade policy can contribute to sustainable development.
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        Trade and Sustainability Review

          


    
          
                  A quarterly publication with a focus on the most active policy issues being discussed at the intersection of trade and sustainable development.
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        Global Subsidies Initiative

          


    
          
                  A program designed to put the spotlight on subsidies and the corrosive effects they can have on environmental quality, economic development, and governance.
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      WTO agriculture negotiations on domestic support: making new rules work for LDCs and other vulnerable economies

          


    
          
                  This webinar will bring research insights for WTO delegates, advancing domestic support negotiations pre-MC14 and aiding vulnerable economies.
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      Trade and Sustainability Hub 2024

          


    
          
                  We ran our third Trade + Sustainability Hub alongside the Thirteenth WTO Ministerial Conference (MC13). It brought together thought leaders from both within and outside governments for a series of conversations on the challenges of building cooperative trade policy that delivers for sustainable development.
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      The WTO E-commerce Joint Statement Initiative in the run-up to MC13

          


    
          
                  This webinar aims to help WTO delegates and capital-based officials to get up to speed on the latest status of the E-commerce JSI in the run-up to the WTO MC13
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      Understanding the WTO Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement (IFDA)

          


    
          
                  This webinar aims to help WTO delegates and capital-based delegates to get up to speed on the latest status of the Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement (IFDA) in the run-up to the WTO MC13.
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        Nature-Positive Trade for Sustainable Development

          


    
          
                  Marianne Kettunen analyzes the role of trade policies in addressing the biodiversity crisis and promoting sustainable development while ensuring transparency, fairness, and interoperability across countries.
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        EU Accepts WTO Deal on Fisheries Subsidies 

          


    
          
                  The European Union, along with other countries, has formally accepted the historic WTO Agreement on Fisheries, which aims to ban subsidies that encourage overfishing.
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        Joint Statement Initiative on E-commerce at Crossroads for a “Substantial” Conclusion by MC13

          


    
          
                  Yasmin Ismail explores the recent updates of the JSI negotiation text on e-commerce and examines the impact of national policies, regional trade agreements, and digital economy accords on the ongoing negotiations.
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        Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement: Why does it matter?

          


    
          
                  Rashmi Jose provides a state-of-play for the Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement (IFDA) and why it matters from the sustainable development perspective.
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        Unappealable but not Unappealing: WTO dispute settlement without the Appellate Body

          


    
          
                  Robert Howse examines the current state of the WTO’s dispute settlement system and how high reform should be on the agenda, ahead of MC13.
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        EU Plans Talks With African Nations to Boost Supplies of Critical Raw Materials

          


    
          
                  The European Union is in talks with African nations, starting with the Democratic Republic of Congo, to reduce dependence on China for critical raw materials in green and digital transition.
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      Global Market Report: Palm oil prices and sustainability

          


    
          
                  This report unpacks market trends in the palm oil sector and examines the role of sustainability standards in ensuring farmers receive fair incomes and adopt sustainable practices.
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        To Reduce Global Plastic Pollution, Governments Should Tackle Most Problematic Products First

              
  

          


    
          
                  The relentless flow of plastic into the global ocean—already a threat to marine life and ecosystems—is on track to rise further, in large part because experts project that plastic production worldwide will double over the next two decades—which in turn would fuel a tripling of the amount of plastic waste entering the ocean each year.
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                  How can we ensure developing economies attract international investment that promotes sustainable development?
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                  Fossil fuel subsidies make little sense in a world shifting to low-carbon sources of energy to tackle climate change.
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                  Voluntary sustainability standards contribute to biodiversity conservation, poverty reduction, and gender equality.
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      Governance and Multilateral Agreements

          


    
          
                  The frameworks that govern economies and our ecosystems touch every aspect of our lives—and have implications for sustainable, inclusive development.
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      Food and Agriculture

          


    
          
                  Agriculture is on the front lines of nearly all urgent global challenges, from hunger to climate change to rising inequality.
              

      


    
  


  
                  


          
  
  
    
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: ]

  

      



  
        
      Circular Economy 

          


    
          
                  In a circular economy, products are designed, produced, and used to reduce waste and regenerate natural systems.
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