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						Trade



						
										  International trade and trade policy have a significant impact on the way we live, from the costs of the goods and services we buy, to the performance of the various economic sectors that we either work in or rely on. While trade has the potential to advance sustainable, low-carbon development, it can also be a hindrance to that objective, depending on how trade policy is designed and implemented. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Paris Agreement climate commitments present fundamental challenges to trade policy; so too does the fraying of multilateralism. 




			
						
										


					


		
			

			




	
			
		              

	
		
						
				  IISD has been working on international trade for over two decades, analyzing the issue from multiple perspectives: scientific, economic, fiscal, legal, social, and environmental. 


At the intergovernmental level, IISD has a long history of working on reforms to the World Trade Organization’s rules and members’ ability to engage in those processes. IISD has also built an extensive body of work on regional and plurilateral trade agreements, as well as the interlinkages between multilateral environmental agreements and the trading system.


At the sectoral level, we have explored options for new industrial policies functioning within a rules-based system; innovative financing for sustainable infrastructure; border-carbon adjustment measures; and whether trade can accelerate the transition to renewable energy sources, improve food security, and eliminate harmful fisheries subsidies and fossil fuel subsidies. Our work also unpacks the relationship between voluntary sustainability standards and trade, as well as the role of trade in contributing to the circular economy.


IISD's work in this area is backed by robust research and policy analysis, along with regular engagement with the varied stakeholder communities involved in and affected by trade and trade policy. A core part of this engagement involves our work to promote transparency and support informed trade conversations.


We feature in-depth commentary and analysis in Investment Treaty News, the Global Subsidies Initiative, the SDG Knowledge Hub, and the Trade and Sustainability Review. We hold webinars on issues at the heart of the trade and sustainability nexus, as part of our partnership with the University of Geneva's Faculty of Law. 


Our work on trade issues is made possible through the generous support of our funders. These include:


	UK aid from the UK government, including its Trade and Investment Advocacy Fund (TAF2+)
	Pew Charitable Trusts
	German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ)
	Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
	Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Swedish MFA)
	International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (NZ MFAT)
	Government of Finland
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        Agricultural Trade Policy

          


    
          
                  IISD’s work on trade in food and farm goods seeks to improve the extent to which trade policy supports sustainable development outcomes and expand the space for informed discussion among a wider set of policy actors.
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        Fisheries Subsidies

          


    
          
                  IISD is focused on supporting the World Trade Organization negotiations to end harmful fisheries subsidies.
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        Trade, Environment and Climate

          


    
          
                  The trade and environment nexus is a dynamic intersection for IISD where trade policy solutions are explored as a way to help tackle environmental challenges, including climate change, deforestation, marine plastic waste, biodiversity loss, and overexploitation of marine resources.
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                  The WTO Joint Statement Initiatives (JSI) involve the subjects of investment facilitation, electronic commerce, and micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, which are being developed by groups of WTO Members.
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        Trade and Sustainability Hub

          


    
          
                  Bringing together communities and stakeholders from around the world to discuss how trade policy can contribute to sustainable development.
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        Trade and Sustainability Review

          


    
          
                  A quarterly publication with a focus on the most active policy issues being discussed at the intersection of trade and sustainable development.
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        Global Subsidies Initiative

          


    
          
                  A program designed to put the spotlight on subsidies and the corrosive effects they can have on environmental quality, economic development, and governance.
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      How can WTO rules on domestic support be designed to benefit LDCs and other vulnerable economies?

          


    
          
                  This webinar will bring research insights for WTO delegates, advancing domestic support negotiations pre-MC14 and aiding vulnerable economies.
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      Trade and Sustainability Hub 2024

          


    
          
                  We ran our third Trade + Sustainability Hub alongside the Thirteenth WTO Ministerial Conference (MC13). It brought together thought leaders from both within and outside governments for a series of conversations on the challenges of building cooperative trade policy that delivers for sustainable development.
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                  This webinar aims to help WTO delegates and capital-based officials to get up to speed on the latest status of the E-commerce JSI in the run-up to the WTO MC13
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      Understanding the WTO Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement (IFDA)

          


    
          
                  This webinar aims to help WTO delegates and capital-based delegates to get up to speed on the latest status of the Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement (IFDA) in the run-up to the WTO MC13.
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                [image: ]

                Content is loading...

              


                 Load more

            

          
              

    
  

          
  



						
	
	
									

	
		
			
				
					Experts

				


				
											  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: nathalie-bernasconi-2018.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Nathalie Bernasconi-Osterwalder

	


				
			  Vice-President, Global Strategies and Managing Director, Europe

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Ieva Barsauskaite]

  



  



	
	
		Ieva Baršauskaitė

	


				
			  Senior Policy Advisor

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Steffany Bermudez headshot]

  



  



	
	
		Steffany Bermúdez

	


				
			  Policy Advisor I

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: facundo-calvo-id-picture]

  



  



	
	
		Facundo Calvo

	


				
			  Policy Analyst, Trade and Agriculture

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Aaron Cosbey]

  



  



	
	
		Aaron Cosbey

	


				
			  Senior Associate

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Tristan-Irschlinger-2019.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Tristan Irschlinger

	


				
			  Policy Advisor, Fisheries Subsidies

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: rashmi-jose-2019.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Rashmi Jose

	


				
			  Senior Policy Advisor

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Elena Kosolapova]

  



  



	
	
		Elena Kosolapova

	


				
			  Senior Policy Advisor, Tracking Progress

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: cristina-larrea-2019.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Cristina Larrea

	


				
			  Lead II, Sustainability Standards

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Close up picture of Rashid Kaukab]

  



  



	
	
		Rashid S. Kaukab

	


				
			  Senior Specialist, Trade and Sustainable Development

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Florencia Sarmiento, IISD Policy Analyst]

  



  



	
	
		Florencia Sarmiento

	


				
			  Policy Analyst

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Ronald Steenblik, IISD Senior Fellow]

  



  



	
	
		Ronald Steenblik

	


				
			  Senior Fellow

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Alice-Tipping-2019.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Alice Tipping

	


				
			  Director, Trade and Sustainable Development

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Scott-Vaughan_Colour_Square.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Scott Vaughan

	


				
			  Senior Fellow

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: vivek_voora2_hires.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Vivek Voora

	


				
			  Senior Associate

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: lynn-wagner-2018.jpg]

  



  



	
	
		Lynn Wagner

	


				
			  Senior Director, Tracking Progress

		

	

  	


			  
  
            
                  
              
              
              
              
                  [image: Headshot of Maria Barral]

  



  



	
	
		Maria Barral

	


				
			  Communications Officer

		

	


									


													
						View all
					

							

		

	

		  

		  
  

		  
  

		  
  

  

    
      
        
                  Latest
                
      

    


    
    
        
      
              
              




  
        
        E-Commerce Takes Centre Stage at World Trade Organization in Run-up to MC13

          


    
          
                  Yasmin Ismail and Rashmi Jose explore the developments in the role and dynamics of trade-related e-commerce discussions leading up to the WTO's 13th Ministerial Conference.
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      IISD Trade and Sustainability Review, Volume 4, Issue 1, January 2024

          


    
          
                  Considering the imminent Thirteenth Ministerial Conference of the WTO, this issue of the IISD Trade and Sustainability Review spotlights key matters of negotiations like e-commerce, fisheries subsidies, food security, and more.
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        We Are on Course for a Very Dangerous Amount of Warming—But There Is Still Time to Change Course

          


    
          
                  Q&A with Greg Muttitt, Senior Associate at the International Institute For Sustainable Development and a lead author of the United Nations Environment Programme’s Emissions Gap Report 2023.
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        Canada’s Oil and Gas Emissions Cap Framework is a Welcome Step Forward, but Not Enough to Meet Climate Goals 

          


    
          
                  Canada's federal government announced a groundbreaking policy framework for a regulatory cap on oil and gas sector emissions, laying the foundation for a sector-specific cap-and-trade system to tackle emissions from Canada’s most polluting industry. 
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      The Proposed Foreign Pollution Fee Act

          


    
          
                  This analysis delves into the Foreign Pollution Fee Act, expressing concerns about its complexity, excessive discretionary power, and a perceived emphasis on geopolitics over global climate protection.
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      IISD Annual Report 2022–2023

          


    
          
                  At IISD, we’ve been working for more than three decades to create a world where people and the planet thrive. As the climate crisis unfolds on our doorsteps and irreversible tipping points loom, our team has been focused more than ever on impact.
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        Africa Steps Up to Reshape International Tax Rules

          


    
          
                  As new technologies, shifting demographics, and climate change affect the global economy, tax rules are getting reformed. African policy-makers are seizing the opportunity to push for a fairer system.
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        Integrating Sustainability Standards in South–South Trade Policies Can Improve Producers' Livelihoods in Developing Countries, New Report Shows

              
  

          


    
          
                  Trade between developing countries and regions—known as "South–South trade"—is growing rapidly. In the past couple of decades, its value has grown almost tenfold, from USD 600 billion in 1995 to USD 5.3 trillion in 2021. A new report from the International Institute for Sustainable Development explores how governments in developing countries are using voluntary sustainability standards in their trade policies to ensure this growth benefits small-scale producers, communities, and the environment.
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                  How can we ensure developing economies attract international investment that promotes sustainable development?
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      Subsidies

          


    
          
                  Fossil fuel subsidies make little sense in a world shifting to low-carbon sources of energy to tackle climate change.
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      Standards and Value Chains

          


    
          
                  Voluntary sustainability standards contribute to biodiversity conservation, poverty reduction, and gender equality.
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      Governance and Multilateral Agreements

          


    
          
                  The frameworks that govern economies and our ecosystems touch every aspect of our lives—and have implications for sustainable, inclusive development.
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      Food and Agriculture

          


    
          
                  Agriculture is on the front lines of nearly all urgent global challenges, from hunger to climate change to rising inequality.
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      Circular Economy 

          


    
          
                  In a circular economy, products are designed, produced, and used to reduce waste and regenerate natural systems.
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